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To Our Members 

Strategic Highlights 

• Social Media Development 

• Increased Equine Access to Public Land 

• Development of a Political Action Committee 

• Mason Pointe Trail:  Improved Partnership with Wildlife Resources 

• Sandy Pines Opens 

• Development of NC State Equine Trail 

• State Agricultural Response Team (SART) 

• Preparing for our 50th Year Celebration in 2022 
 

Financial Highlights 

• Grants:  Improved Guidelines and Awards 

• Revenue continued to decrease but the NCHC remains stable as we worked 
this year to improve collections 

• Memberships Rise 
 

Legislative Highlights 

The NCHC Lobbyist carried a heavy load throughout 2021 to keep our Equine 
Industry growing.  They worked to refine the definition for workers compensation rules 
to include equine workers and steadily worked to improve equine access to public 
land among other legislative issues.  

 

Looking Ahead 

We remain committed to improving equine business and working towards becoming 
the most legislatively friendly state in the nation.  We are looking forward to 
celebrating our 50th year in 2022 as we will “Ride Through the Decades”.  Come join 
the herd.  

Sue M. Gray 

Executive Director 

2021 

“We appreciate all 

horsemen and 

women across the 

state who help us 

grow a strong 

equine community.” 

Tom Thomas, 
President 

 

“Nothing would get 

done if we didn’t 

work together. The 

Horse Council truly 

represents all 

aspects of the 

industry.”  

Sammy Jenkins 
Past President 
 

 

 



 

Strengthening Partnerships 

The NC Horse Industry remained a stable and vital force in our North Carolina 
economy during 2021.  Our Horse Shows flourished with increased numbers, 
new equine trails were opened at various locations across our State and our 
partnerships with the Wildlife Resource Commission, the NC Department of 
Agriculture and NC Farm Bureau were strengthened.   

 

Mason Pointe Trail at Jordan Lake 

 

 

Sandy Pines  (Formerly Proctor Farms) 

 

 

  

Economic Impact  

 

Recreational Sector 
$812 million overall 
impact 

 

Supports 9,076 jobs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 Social Media increases 

engagement and improves 

information to our equine public.  

Emily Thomas Luciano continues her work on putting the NCHC Face 
forward.  Member Monday, Woman Crush Wednesday, and Throwback 
Thursday have all increased our visibility and interaction with the equine 
community. We have shared many educational events and materials with 
our most popular post moving from informational to membership and ride 
NC.  
Our users tend to be most active in the early evening hours, so we have 
adjusted post times accordingly. 
 

 

5.7 K Members and growing 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Thomas Luciano: NCHC 

Social Media Consultant 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

Social Media  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/2358906254193960/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/2358906254193960/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/2007459152850097/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/2007459152850097/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/1864353327165468/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/1864353327165468/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/1859079924359527/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242166327785/user/1859079924359527/


 

 Website design creates information 
management and easy access to resources.  
 

Our website and design consultant has spent a lot of time helping to develop 
materials for The North Carolina Horse Council’s Golden Anniversary in 2022! 
Founded in 1972 “to serve as the voice of the North Carolina Equine 
Community through education, communication, and representation,” the NCHC 
has been an asset to NC equestrians for 50 years. 

How are we planning on celebrating?  Perhaps the most exciting, and at great 
benefit to the state’s equestrians to whom we serve, is the offering of a lifetime 
membership at the 1972 rate—only $100!  Add the personal equine liability to 
that membership for only $25.  Thanks to all of those who have taken 
advantage of this offer in December, 2021 

Looking forward, look at our new commemorative logo. 

 

 

 

 

Claudia Cokis, Graphics and 

Website Design  

 

 

 

Website Design 



 

Trail Report:  
Submitted by Barb Oslund, NCHC Trail Consultant 
 
NCHC continues to work with the non-profit Jordan Lake Trails Conservation Association 
(JLTCA) on the Mason Point horse trail on a portion of gameland near Jordan Lake at the 
Chatham/Durham County line.  The trail had a “soft” opening on June1 and had a grand 
opening celebration on July 30th.  It has had overwhelming positive reviews.  Since September 
1, it is open to riders with permits on Sundays only until May 15, 2022. 
 
Wake County has completed construction and opened the equestrian trails on 560+ acres at 
Sandy Pines Preserve (formerly referred to as Proctor Farm) in the eastern part of Wake 
County near Lizard Lick.  These tails have been planned for nearly 10 years, and NCHC has 
provided input to planning staff on several design issues.  The Grand Opening was on October 
23rd, and was attended by County and local officials, family members who used to farm the 
property, and dozens of enthusiastic riders.  It is a beautifully designed park, and currently the 
trails are open on weekends only from 8 am until dusk through March 31.  From April 1 through 
August 31, they will be open 7 days a week. 
 
NCHC is working with the NC State Parks’ State Trail Planner and other private parties on the 
designation of an Equine State Trail.  This trail concept would be similar to other State Trails 
(like Mountains to Sea, East Coast Greenway) but would have equestrians as its primary 
users.   
 
NCHC continues to negotiate to maintain historic equestrian access to gamelands, which has 
been historically used by equestrians.  Most recently this has affected proposed Kings Creek 
gamelands.  The Executive Directors report has more detail regarding this issue. 
 
NCHC continues to work with Back Country Horsemen of NC and provided support for 
improved trailer parking as part of the Pisgah NF Lickstone Creek project.  
 
NCHC spoke with the Jonesville Tourism Authority in support of equestrian trails on a town-
owed parcel of land.  The parcel is off Highway 67 adjacent to the Yadkin River and Jonesville 
Greenway, which will also have equestrian access. 
 
The NCHC continues to be represented on the NC State Trail Committee, which meets on 
November 12 to prepare for the next RTP grant cycle and make Safety and Educational Grant 
(SEG) award recommendations.  The typical SEG recipients are groups that provide training to 
trail users such as chainsaw certification and trail building.  These matching grants can be 
applied for by groups that want to provide education related to trails and/or safety on trails.  If 
you have an idea, please visit the website https://trails.nc.gov/trail-grants/apply-grant and 
contact the trail specialists identified on the website.  
 
 
 
 

“Thanks to local 

horse owners for 

helping build new 

trails at Mason 

Pointe.”  

 

 

Barb Oslund, Trails 
Consultant, NCHC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We must preserve 
and protect our 
historic right to ride. 
Working together 
with other trail 
groups improves 
our success!” 
 

 
 
Sue Gray, 
Executive Director,  
NCHC 

 

https://trails.nc.gov/trail-grants/apply-grant


 

Legislative Actions 
The North Carolina Horse Council was once again represented by John Copper and Nathan 
Honaker of Connect C and Jackson Stancil of Jones Street Consultants as our lobbyists.   
 

The North Carolina Farm Bureau has always been a strong partner with the Equine Industry. 
The NCHC joined forces this year with the NC Farm Bureau in a Shared Values Initiative. The 
project was formed to work with the public in shaping their view of agriculture and farming. 
Multiple focus groups will be conducted to assist in developing the message. 
 
The NC Farm Act clarified that equine workers were indeed the same as agricultural workers 

and subject to agricultural workers rules.  

Thanks to the NC General Assembly and the Governor for a new state budget that includes 
$29.25 million of new trail funding, most of it targeted toward completing North Carolina's 12 
official State Trails.  Rep. Dean Arp (Union County), Rep. Hugh Blackwell (Burke), and Senator 
Brent Jackson (Sampson, Duplin and Johnston) led the effort in the House and Senate, and 
they found broad recognition among their colleagues and Governor Roy Cooper about the 
impact that trails can have on health and quality of life.  
 
Of particular interest to our Horse Community, there were dollars allocated for the Dupont 
State Recreational Forest.  Stay tuned for the potential improvements in this equine Trail.   
  
DUPONT STATE RECREATIONAL FOREST FUNDS 25 SECTION 10.5C.(a) Nonrecurring 

funds appropriated in this act to the Department 26 of Agriculture and Consumer Services for 

creation and implementation of a master recreational 27 facility plan for the DuPont State 

Recreational Forest (Forest) shall be allocated as follows: 28 (1) Two hundred thousand dollars 

($200,000) for the 2021-2022 fiscal year for 29 the creation of a master recreational facility plan 

that includes planning for the 30 recreational infrastructure and network of trails within the Forest 

with input 31 from potential user groups, desired experiences for those groups, trail density 32 

analyses, and other Forest, wildlife management, and natural resource 33 preservation 

objectives. The plan will also include recommendations for trail 34 system management, new 

and extended trail segments, improvements, trail 35 consolidation, and trail sustainability 

measures, and management measures 36 for purpose-built trail systems and for mitigation of 

trail impacts due to high 37 visitation. 38 (2) One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for the 

2021-2022 fiscal year and 39 four hundred fifty thousand dollars ($450,000) for the 2022-2023 

fiscal year 40 for the implementation of the facility plan, including engineering, design, 41 

maintenance, and construction activities for new and existing trails, trail 42 support facilities, and 

recreational facilities. Of these funds, the Department 43 may use no more than two hundred 

twenty-five thousand dollars. 

. 
Final action taken in this year was the approval to establish a Political Action Committee.  
 
 
 

The North Carolina 

Horse Council 

wishes to thank our 

lobbyist for another 

successful year. 

 



 

Grants and Scholarships 
 
The two largest categories of Grants awarded in 2021 were Trails and Development Grants.   
 
 
The following is a synopsis of the awards in 2021: 
 
 
Equine Activity and Therapy Grants:   
 Three awards were given for a total of $18,100.00 
 
 
Industry Program Sponsorships:   

Three sponsorships were awarded to the following programs:   VETPAC Annual 
Symposium, NCSU CVM SCAAEP Annual Symposium and the NC 4-H Educational 
Team Vests.  Total Award in this catefory was $3,430. 

 
 
Gelding Vouchers:  0 
 
 
Euthanasia Vouchers:  $220 
 
 
Safety Net Grants:  $1,655 
 
 
Development Grant:  Four programs were awarded Grants for a total of $30,455.94 
 
 
Health and Research Grant:  0 
 
 
Trail Grants:  Three projects were awarded funding for a total of $59,885.42 
 
 
Education and Community Grants:  Two programs were funded for a total of $10,175 
 
 
Distressed Horsemen’s Fund:  One award for a total of $2,500 
 
 
TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED:  $ 126,501.36 
 

Grants are a 

major function 

of the NCHC 

and this year 

we awarded the 

largest total 

awards in our 

history. 

 

 

Trail work is a 

priority for the 

NCHC. 

 
 

 
 

Education 
Grants Awarded 
to Horse and 
Human 
Foundation and 
Equine Disease 
Center 
 



 

NCHC Officers 
 

 

Tom Thomas 

President 

Tel 919.854.1990 

Fax 919.854.1989 

Tthomas262@yahoo.com 

 

Jim Thomas 

Treasurer 

Tel 919.854.1990 

Fax 919.854.1989 

thebartranch@gmail.com 

    

 

Bob Sanford 

Vice President 

Tel 919.854.1990 

Fax 919.854.1989 

rwsan@outlook.com 
 

Mary Myers 

Secretary 

Tel 919-4675677 

Fax 919.854.1989 

Mamyers123@yahoo.com 

 

NCHC Information 
North Carolina Horse Council 

4904 Waters Edge Drive Suite 290 
Raleigh, NC  27606 

Tel 919.854.1900 

Fax 919.854.1989 

www.nchorsecouncil.com    

 

 

Sue Gray 

Executive Director 

Tel 919.854.1990 

Fax 919.854.1989 

suegray@nchorsecouncil.com                                                                  

 

 

Important Information for all Horse Owners 

 

2021 
Elected 
Board Members 
 
Allan Harper 
Allison Grotz 
Anthony Blikslager 
Callie Fogle 
Casey Armstrong 
Carey Stewart 
David Brooks 
Dave Spencer 
Dory Pell 
Dottie Burch 
Lauren Johnson 
Laurie Wood 
Harrison Todd 
Jerry King 
Jimmy Petty 
Justin McCloud 
Michael Benner 
Milo Lewis 
Pat Benton 
Patty Nunnery 
Rene Trehy 
Rick Peniston 
Sammy Jenkins 
Scotty Campbell 
Tina Batchelor 
Todd Erickson 
Tom Bennett 
Tracey Scheltinga 
Tracy Tinsley 
 
 

Administrative Staff 
 
Cheryl Bennett 

 



 

If you own horses and they are located on your property, you should post the 

following sign in multiple locations: 

 

If you board horses on your property you may wish to post the following sign on 

your property and include this information in your boarding agreements. 

 

 

These signs are available to NCHC members at a discount and can be 

purchased on-line at www.nchorsecouncil.com 

 

 


